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From the President’s Pen

Wonderful News:  A Trillium Grant for “Paving 
the Way to Sustainability” has been received !!! 
 
Volunteers are an important part of this 
endeavour.  Please watch for announcements as 
the project proceeds. 
 
Sarah Chisholm has successfully managed the 
completion of our two previous projects 
“Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future” and 
“A Video Tour” and Sarah was the successful 
candidate for the supervision and coordination of 
this new project.  Congratulations to Sarah.   

 
The Trillium funding is fantastic news and will 
allow the museum to continue to preserve the 
‘Memories’ of Mississippi Mills.   
 
Stories and facts are an essential part of what 
could be lost without the conscious effort to have 
them preserved.  We welcome the donation of 
artefacts, photographs and written material 
(books, programs of local events, etc.) relevant to 
Mississippi Mills.  Family tree information on 
local families, both past and present, is always a 
valuable addition to the research material 

available at the museum. 
 
The Museum will open on May 
12 with our official exhibit 
launch on Saturday May 24.  I 
invite you to visit and enjoy. 

 

 
Ed Wilson, President,  
North Lanark Historical Society 

Silent Auction at the Annual Heritage Dinner, February 21 ,2014. 
Photo Courtesy of Ron Elmer 
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New Logo 
The NLHS and the NLRM are happy to announce our brand new logos! The museum and historical 
society have operated for a long time without a logo. For 2014 we are looking to solidify our "brand" 
starting with the logo.  
 
The NLHS Board chose a simple log cabin to symbolize our work preserving and sharing the history of 
Mississippi Mills. Mississippi Mills started as a community of pioneers trying their luck in the new world. 
They started farms, built mills, opened shops and trades. And every night these early pioneers came home 
to sleep in their little log cabin homes. 

          
 
 

         
The logo was designed by the amazing Jesse Caldwell (Graphic Designer). Jesse is a recent graduate who 
guided the Historical Society through several versions of the logo until the final was selected. Jesse is also 
working with the Historical Society to design our 2014 Military publication to be announced and released 
in August. We’d recommend Jesse to any organization looking for graphic design services. Jesse can be 
reached at 613-831-7315 or jesse.t.c.18@gmail.com  
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Trillium Success: Paving the Way to Sustainability 
Sarah Chisholm, Project Coordinator 
The North Lanark Historical Society and North Lanark Regional Museum 
are proud to announce that we are the recipients of an Ontario Trillium 
Foundation Grant. We received the good news on April 2 that our project, 
"Paving the Way to Sustainability" was approved. The Trillium grant provides 
funding over two years to hire a Project Coordinator who will build the 
organization's capacity to recruit and retain volunteers, carry out school 
programs, develop museum policies and procedures and increase financial 
sustainability. 
 
Some of the first changes you’ll notice as a result of the project are: 

 Promotions! Creation and Circulation of a Museum Rack card 

 Increasing activity of the Museum Committee 

 Admission Fee. Working towards financial sustainability the fee is: Admission by Donation. 
Suggested minimum $3.00 

 
What are the main goals of “Paving the Way to Sustainability” for 2014? 

 Recruiting more volunteers 

 Establishing volunteer projects to improve the museum  (Got some ideas? Give us a call!) 

 Conducting School Programs 

 Increasing Museum attendance by 20% 

 Updating and implementing museum policies and procedures 

 Begin work on a 5-Year Strategic 
Plan 

 Advocating for increased museum 
funding 

 Establishing a Individual Donor and 
Sponsorship Campaign 

 
What can you do to help? 

 Come out and visit the museum this summer/fall. Bring your kids and friends! 

 Offer your services… the volunteer projects will require a variety of expertise from handyman to 
fundraiser and from quilter to historian! 

 Donations of goods and materials … some of the projects will require building materials such as 
lumber, drywall and paint. Would your business donate the supplies? 

 Advocate for the museum in the community. 

 Tell us what you want from the museum. Send us your suggestions for what to improve, what 
exhibits to launch and what projects to start. 

 
How can you learn more? 
Call the museum and speak to the Project Coordinator at 613-257-8503. Visit the museum website at 
www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com, email us appletonmuseum@hotmail.com or visit the museum 
when we open on May 12.  
The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

Tell us what you want from the 
museum. Send us your suggestions 
for what to improve, what exhibits 
to launch and what projects to start. 

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS – Toys and Games 
 
Date: Monday May 5 and Tuesday May 6  
Time: 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Location: North Lanark Regional Museum 
Project: Design and Installation of Exhibit 
 
“Toys and Games of Mississippi Mills” is our exhibit for 
the summer of 2014. Do you have treasured toys and 
games that you could lend for the exhibit? Would you like 
to help install the exhibit? Would you like to research the 
text panels for the exhibit?  
 
Please call Sarah, Project Coordinator, to volunteer to 
help with the exhibit. Installation will begin Monday May 
5 and will conclude on Tuesday May 6. 
 

The little red wagon has always been a 
childhood favorite! 

Children’s Tea Set belonging to descendants 
of the Teskeys who built the mills in 

Appleton. 

Toys and Games of Mississippi Mills 
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Wrapping Things Up 
Sarah Chisholm, Project Manager (MTF2012-2013) 
 
Well it’s finally finished! A Video Tour has been our major project at the museum for the last year and it 
officially finished on March 31, 2014.  The project has been mentioned numerous times in our newsletters 
and at our events, so I'll be brief as we wrap up the project.  
 
The project had one major goal: making the museum more accessible. When most people think of 
accessibility they think of ramps and washrooms, but this project took a different route. We focused on 
simple ways of making history more accessible to the entire community.  
 

1. Improving Collections Management in order to give visitors, researchers, volunteers and staff 
better access to our local history artefacts. 

2. Creating Interpretive Videos that explain our local history and highlight artefacts on display and 
in storage. The videos will  engage visitors on the lower level, create an accessible option on the 
main level and provide the foundation for outreach programs.  

3. Develop Outreach Programs to bring local history to the community schools and groups. Most 
recently we have been doing presentations on the Almont Train Accident. 

 
So that wraps it up. Or does it? The wonderful thing about this project is its lasting impact. The videos 
didn't disappear on March 31st, instead they will now be used as a core component of our museum.  
 
So please come and visit us this summer. The museum will 
open its doors on May 12 and will have the official launch of 
its summer exhibit on Saturday May 24 from 2:00 to 4:00pm. 
Please note that the museum is now charging an admission 
fee. 
 
Funding for the project was provided by the Government of Ontario. 
 

Heritage Symposium:  
Rural Success in Heritage Conservation
Attention all historians. Check out this great opportunity being offered by the North Grenville Heritage 
Advisory Committee on Friday May 9, 2014. Hope to see you there! 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee of the Municipality of North Grenville is pleased to host its first Heritage 
Symposium at the North Grenville Municipal Centre on Friday, May 9, 2014. “Rural Success in Heritage 
Conservation” will feature experts in the fields of archaeology, conservation, adaptive re-use and policy and best 
practices.  This is an exciting opportunity to enjoy and learn from accomplished professionals. The cost to register 
for the event is only $15, which includes morning coffee and a catered lunch by Brewed Awakenings.  
 
In order to facilitate and foster a sense of connection amongst heritage savvy individuals, the Symposium is also 
accepting exhibitions from heritage restoration companies, educational institutions, historical societies, community 
associations and interested individuals.  Please note that other than the registration fee, there is no fee for exhibition 
space.  
 
To be part of this exciting event, and to book a table to promote your organization and its success, please 
contact Phil Mosher at:  pmosher@northgrenville.on.ca or 613-258-9569 x 11. 

mailto:pmosher@northgrenville.on.ca
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Guest Speaker Shelley McPhail 
Photo Courtesy of Ron Elmer 

Annual Heritage Dinner: Roast Beef and Cash Crops  
The Annual Heritage Dinner was a great success with 65 people filling the hall. Everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful roast beef dinner prepared by the Ladies of the Almonte Legion. To go along with the food 
guests had the chance to bid up the price on various silent auction items ranging from gift cards and ladies 
purses to candle sets and side tables. Guests were treated to a sample of interpretive videos produced in 
the 2013 project "A Video Tour." The videos looped throughout the dinner and Project Manager, Sarah 
Chisholm spoke briefly on the conclusion of the project. 
 

By far the most anticipated part of the night was our guest speaker, Shelley 
McPhail, and she didn't disappoint. 
 
Could everyone please stand up.  
Now please stay standing if your grandparents were farmers. (Almost  everyone stays 
standing) 
Now please stay standing if your parents were farmers. (About half the group sits down) 
Now please stay standing if you or your children are farmers. (Only two people stay 
standing) 
 
Shelley McPhail ended her presentation with this thought provoking  
activity. It was the perfect way to end her inspiring story: "A Passion for 
Agriculture."   
 
Shelley grew up on a farm but was never given the opportunity to milk 
cows. She went to school, got married, began a career in accounting and 
started a family. It wasn't until her brothers put the family farm up for sale, 
that she realized just how much farming was a part of her. 
 

Rolling the dice, Shelley and her husband Harold went to the bank and negotiated to purchase the farm. 
They learned to milk cows and paid neighbours to bring in the crops. They were successful and happy. 
 
Jumping straight into farming seems inspiring enough, but Shelley's story continued to grow bringing 
smiles, laughs and tears to the room. She spoke about almost losing two children in a house fire, switching 
to cash crops and returning to school. She spoke about working off the farm and learning to create 
balance. Family, Farm, Off-Farm.  
 
This was a speaker for women, for families and for farmers. She spoke to the ever evolving agriculture 
industry in Canada and the situation in Lanark County.  
 

Agriculture Education 
Education is an important aspect of museum work. The North Lanark Regional Museum’s mandate is: to 
collect, preserve, research, educate and display the artefacts and social history of the Town of Mississippi 
Mills. During her presentation, Shelley McPhail discussed her family’s efforts to educate the community on 
agriculture by installing educational signs in their fields. These simple yet outstanding efforts were recently 
recognized by the Rural Ontario Institute through its Steps to Leadership Initiative when Harold and 
Shelley McPhail were named the winners of the “Do Something Great Contest”.  
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Here is the article featured on the website: www.stepstoleadership.ca/DoSomethingGreat/ 
 
Steps to Leadership: Do Something Great Contest 
We asked, “What is one thing you can do to make your rural community an even 
better place to live, work and play”, and you responded with many great ideas and 
examples of how you can make a difference. 
  
We are pleased to announce the winners of the Do Something Great contest – 
Harold and Shelley McPhail of Almonte Ontario. 
  
The McPhails, owners and operators of Harshell Family Farm Enterprises, have 
been proudly producing food for Canadian families since 1985. The McPhails are 
passionate about agriculture, take great pride in the quality of what they produce 
and want to share their love of farming with those in their community who would 
not otherwise have the opportunity to have such an experience. “As today’s ‘face 
of agriculture’ we need to take social responsibility for educating those who are interested enough to 
learn.” 
  
Read their winning entry to find out how they are making a difference through agricultural education, 
awareness and promotion: 
  
My husband and I cash crop on the outskirts of a small Ottawa Valley town (Almonte). We have about 3 
kilometers of road exposure but it has become a very "high impact" stretch of rural road. 
  
One of the McPhails' educational signs 
The road we live/farm on is very popular for walkers, joggers, cyclists, motorcyclists, old car enthusiasts, 
and every day "Sunday drivers". It is a quiet and serene roadway that follows the route of the Mississippi 
River (our farm is located on the river) and although one can't see the river from the roadway, there is 
access to one of the most beautiful, tiny, community parks in the Ottawa Valley (hence some of the 
traffic). 
  
Two years ago, when we grew canola for the first time in our crop rotation, we wondered whether 
passersby would be able to distinguish canola from the weed mustard. We decided that we needed to 
"educate Joe Public" so that the canola was recognized as such. 
  
This decision lead us to the conclusion that perhaps many of the people passing by our crops each year, 
would have difficulty identifying what the plants actually were that grew in each field and furthermore, 
what became of those "plants" when we harvested them. 
  
The idea to educate passersby grew as we realized that perhaps for every person who would ask us what a 
crop was, there were likely 10's of thousands who wouldn't bother to ask, or wouldn't know who to ask. 
So, why not make it easy for all? We decided to have 4' X 4' professionally made signs made to label each 
crop we were growing in fields with road exposure. 
  
Our signs clearly label the CROP, THE END USES, and across the bottom the signs say "HARSHELL 
FAMILY FARM ENTERPRISES". We have signs for Hard Red Spring Wheat, Hard Red Winter Wheat, 
Malting Barley, Roundup Ready Soybeans, Identity Preserved Soybeans, Clover, Hay, and Canola. 
  

http://www.stepstoleadership.ca/DoSomethingGreat/
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The feedback has been completely overwhelming as we have witnessed all manner of passersby stop to 
read the signs (walkers to automobile drivers). Many go so far as to bring others by to see the "ag 
education" and the word has spread like a virus. In the spring we got all of our crops into the ground and 
then went out to begin putting the signs up for 2010 (since the crops had obviously rotated from 2009). As 
we were installing the signs people we didn't know were driving by and honking their approval - others 
stopped to wait for the sign to go up so they could read it and proceed ahead down the road. 
  
Last year, as an added bonus, we were contacted by one of those "passersby" who is a beekeeper. He was 
delighted to see canola growing in this area as it was not a common crop (it has only recently been deemed 
appropriate for our growing area). This fellow lives locally but teaches in the City of Ottawa and so, the "ag 
education" theme was appealing to him. His interest, however, was in exposing some of his beehives to the 
canola crop. Previously he produced honey flavoured by various other crops including buckwheat, apples, 
etc but, had not had an opportunity to produce "CANOLA honey". When he ask if he could place two 
hives in one of our canola fields we were 100% in favour of the idea. At the end of the season, prior to our 
harvesting the canola, he removed the hives and has since returned to offer us two large jars of "CANOLA 
honey" as a thank you for allowing his bees to "hang out" in our field. 
  
The plan is set for him to return next year, with more hives, since the honey is absolutely the best we have 
ever tasted and he has had great feedback from his customer base. 
  
Next year, we have decided that we are going to have a new sign prepared, as an addition to the 
information about the canola crop. This new sign will announce that the bee hives in the field, are a 
"COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP" between Harshell Family Farm Enterprises and Bill Jackson Honey. 
As well, Bill is going to provide a sign explaining that the bees are pollinating the canola and producing 
honey flavoured by the canola flowers. He plans to paint up some old beekeeping equipment over the 
winter and place it along the road as part of the "Ag Education" pit stop so that people can get a bigger 
picture of what is happening with this "COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP". There will not be any bees in 
this display in order to prevent possible bee/human incidents. The live bee hives will be placed further 
back in the field where the public cannot access them. 
  
We do have plans to enhance the "ag education" experience a little further by preparing signs for the 
various stages of the crop season. For example, many people wondered this year if we had lost our canola 
crop when it was swathed and lay in the rain for 2-3 weeks in the field in August. We explained, to those 
who ask, that the swathing and lying of the crop in the field is very much a part of the harvesting and that 
the rain would not harm the canola since it is an "oilseed". We would also like to develop some sort of 
display box in which we could place a sample of the harvested crop to promote a "sensory experience" 
with each crop. Wouldn't it be great if "Joe Public" could stop, walk to the edge of the field while the crop 
was growing and check out the live plants and then return to check out the "Sensory box" with harvested 
seed contained within. They could see it, smell it, feel it, and even taste it if they wanted to. 
  
We consider our "Ag Awareness/Education/Promotion" project to be very much a part of our social 
responsibility. As farmers we are proud of our work and want to share our love of farming with those who 
would not otherwise have the opportunity to have such an experience. 
  
Each societal generation is further and further removed from any connection to agriculture. We feel, in our 
hearts, that we can re-introduce a little of that connection to friends and strangers by doing our small part, 
in our small rural community. 
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Ramp Campaign – Update 
Doreen Wilson, Museum Manager 
At the last NLHS Board Meeting Bob Butler and Ed Wilson stepped up to investigate various options for 
ramp designs and styles. The pair will be following up with contractors, architects and companies to find 
the most suitable solution for the museum!  
 
The museum is grateful for financial donations made thus far. You may make a financial donation to the 
museum to support this project. Any size of donation is greatly appreciated. Cheques can be made to the 
North Lanark Historical Society with a memo indicating “ramp campaign” and income tax receipts will be 
issued.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of the North Lanark Historical Society and the North Lanark 
Regional Museum. 
 

Events 2014: Mark Your Calendar! 
 

May 12 to Sept. 1 
Museum Open Daily 
10:00am to 4:00pm 

Museum Summer Hours  
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 or 
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. NOTE: the museum is now charging: Admission by Donation. 
Suggested minimum $3.00/person 
 

Saturday May 10 
9:00am to 12:00pm 

Garage Sale 
The North Lanark Regional Museum is hosting a garage sale to raise funds for the upcoming 
year.  
 

Saturday May 24 
2:00 to 4:00pm 

Exhibit Launch: Toys and Games of Mississippi Mills 
What was your favorite toy growing up? Come and explore toys and games from your childhood. 
The exhibit launch will also include a small presentation on the Trillium Project.  
 

Thursday June 5 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

First Settlers Historical Artifact Return 
A Lanark County Genealogical Society event starting at 9:00am at the North Lanark Regional 
Museum where you can view the porridge pot brought to Canada by the MacDonald Family 
from Scotland. Historic Bus Tour starting at 10:15am and Lunch at Almonte Unite Church 
12:30pm. Bus Tour $20 Lunch Tickets $10. Please call for more details. 
 

Sunday June 22 
2:00 to 4:00pm 

Strawberry Social  
Tea, coffee, strawberry shortcake and musical entertainment. Tickets $10.00, please purchase in 
advance. 
 

Wednesday July 9 
7:00pm 

NLHS Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday July 9, 7:00pm 
A brief business meeting (elections, minutes, Trillium update) will be followed by an entertaining 
history lecture. Guest speaker TBD. 
 

Sunday August 17 
2:00 to 3:30pm 

WWI Book Launch 
Launch of the book: The Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WWI Casualties produce by the 
Town of Mississippi Mills and the North Lanark Historical Society. Event at the Almonte Old 
Town Hall. 
 

Sept. 2 to Nov. 15 
Museum Open 

Wed to Saturday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

Museum Fall Hours  
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 or 
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 

mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 
 

 

 All our volunteers, visitors and researchers! 

 The participants in our ongoing oral history project 

 Emerson Kinkaid for his donation of bulbs for the flower beds at the museum. We look forward to 
some beautiful blooms in Spring 2014!  

 Mr. Ed Muldoon for donating the funds for the design of the museum/historical society logo. 

 Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for their continued financial support.   

 The Government of Ontario for funding our 2011-2012 project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for 
the Future” and our 2012-2013 project “A Video Tour” 

 The Ontario Trillium Foundation for funding our project “Paving the Way to Sustainability”, the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

 And to anyone we may have missed, thank you for your continued support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Lanark Historical Society: Membership and Donation Form 

P.O. Box 218 Almonte ON K0A 1A0  
Annual Membership:      Individual  $10.00 
      Family   $25.00 
Donation:   $10.00  $30.00  $50.00     _______ 
Ramp Campaign  $25.00  $50.00  $100.00   _______ 
 
      TOTAL AMOUNT:  _______ 
 
Name:   ________________________________________________ Phone #:  _______________  
Address: _______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you interested in volunteering at the MUSEUM?  YES/NO ____________________________ 
Do you prefer a paper or electronic copy of  the newsletter? ___________________________________ 

 
Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 
By becoming a member, renewing your membership or by making a donation to the Society you make it possible 
for us to meet our many goals. In return you will receive our newsletters which give notice of  all our upcoming 

events.  Thank You for your Support! 


